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Unpublished picturebook projects from 
around the world — selected by a jury 
of 30 leading publishers

We reached out to emerging picturebook talent to submit their 
unpublished projects to be considered by 30 leading international 
publishers. We received 350 projects from 60 countries. The jury 
of publishers voted independently for their favourites, and the 48 
projects with the most votes went into a unique showcase at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair 2019.

On the following pages are illustrations from the 48 projects, and 
the contact details of their creators.

If you’re a publisher and acquire one of these projects, please tell us. 
We’d love to hear of any successes for these emerging picturebook 
makers, and we’ll share the news with our network.

For more about The Unpublished Picturebook Showcase 2019 and 
news of future showcases, visit dpictus.com/unpublished

Above and left page illustrations by Becky Palmer

https://dpictus.com/unpublished


The jury of 30 picturebook publishers Erik TiTUsson 
LiLLa PiratförLaget | Sweden

isabEl Minhós MarTins 
PLaneta tangerina | PortugaL

JUlia Marshall 
gecko PreSS | new ZeaLand

béaTricE VincEnT 
aLbin MicheL JeuneSSe | france

anna ridlEy 
thaMeS & hudSon | uk 

alisE nigalE 
LieLS un MaZS | Latvia

ValériE cUssagUET 
LeS fourMiS rougeS | france

Xiaoyan hUang 
everafter bookS | china

giTa Wolf 
tara bookS | india

harUna yahagi 
kaiSei-Sha | JaPan 

nEal PorTEr 
neaL Porter bookS | uSa

VicEnTE fErrEr 
Media vaca | SPain

ElisE JonEs 
aLLen & unwin | auStraLia

dik ZWEEkhorsT 
Querido | netherLandS

JEnni ErkinTalo 
etana editionS | finLand

liZ bicknEll 
candLewick PreSS | uSa

sVEin sTorksEn 
Magikon forLag | norway 

faUsTa orEcchio 
orecchio acerbo | itaLy

odilE JossElin 
PaSteL | beLgiuM

TErEZa horVáThoVá 
baobab | cZech rePubLic

PEggy EsPinosa 
Petra edicioneS | Mexico

carMEn diana dEardEn 
edicioneS ekaré | veneZueLa

JadWiga JEdryas 
dwie SioStry | PoLand

lUlU kirschEnbaUM 
LiMonero | argentina

sUnhEE liM 
bear bookS | korea

MoriTZ kirschnEr 
verLag antJe kunStMann | gerMany

irina balakhonoVa 
SaMokat | ruSSia

EllEn sEiP 
ena forLag | norway

sang-hEE Park 
bir PubLiShing | korea

frédéric gaUThiEr 
La PaStèQue | canada
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Johanna schaible 
SwitZerLand 

Project title:  

Once upon a time there was and will be so much more

Education:  

HSLU Hochschule Luzern Design & Kunst, Switzerland 

Bachelor of Arts in Visual Communication | Illustration Fiction 

Graduation: 2013

j.schaible@gmx.ch 

johannaschaible.ch

23 publisher votes

https://dpictus.com
mailto:j.schaible@gmx.ch
http://johannaschaible.ch


8

Jet Parent 
netherLandS 

Project title:  

Aberfala

Education:  

ArtEZ Institute of the Arts, Zwolle, Netherlands 

Illustration & Design 

Graduation: 2018

jetparent@hotmail.nl 

@jet.parent.illustrations

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019

18 publisher votes

mailto:jetparent@hotmail.nl
https://www.instagram.com/jet.parent.illustrations/?hl=en


10 11

dani choi 
korea 

Project title:  

Where Is My Baboon Hiding?

Education:  

School of Visual Arts, New York, USA 

MFA Illustration as Visual Essay 

Graduation: 2020

danichoiart@gmail.com  

danichoi.com | @danichoiart

dpictus.com/unpublished

18 publisher votes

mailto:danichoiart@gmail.com
http://danichoi.com
https://www.instagram.com/danichoiart/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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olga Ptashnik 
ruSSia 

Project title:  

A Journey Above the Earth. Swallow’s Diary

Representation:  

VeroK Agency 

+34 9300 45137 

vero@verokagency.com

hi@olgaptashnik.com 

olgaptashnik.com | @olga.ptashnik

13

MariaJose gajate Molina 
SPain 

Project title:  

Lost

Education:  

Cambridge School of Art, UK 

MA Children’s Book Illustration 

Graduation: 2021

mariajoilustrajo@gmail.com 

behance.net/mariajoilustrajo | @ilustrajo
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16 publisher votes 15 publisher votes

mailto:vero@verokagency.com
mailto:hi@olgaptashnik.com
http://olgaptashnik.com
https://www.instagram.com/olga.ptashnik/?hl=en
mailto:mariajoilustrajo@gmail.com
http://behance.net/mariajoilustrajo
https://www.instagram.com/ilustrajo/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com


14 15

bae Min gi 
korea 

Project title:  

A Blue Picnic

Education:  

HILLS, Korea 

Illustration 

Graduation: 2010

sumer627@gmail.com 

baemingi.com | @after_summer

neal hoskins &  
Monika Vaicenaviciene 

united kingdoM / Lithuania 

Project title:  

My Software Heart

Education (Monika):  

Konstfack University of Arts, Crafts and Design, Sweden 

Illustration & Design 

Graduation: 2017

monika@vaicenaviciene.com | neal.hoskins@gmail.com 

vaicenaviciene.com | @monikavaicenaviciene | @wingedchariot
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15 publisher votes

13 publisher votes

mailto:sumer627@gmail.com
http://baemingi.com
https://www.instagram.com/after_summer/?hl=en
mailto:monika@vaicenaviciene.com
mailto:neal.hoskins@gmail.com
http://vaicenaviciene.com
https://www.instagram.com/monikavaicenaviciene/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/wingedchariot/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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lotte braeuning 
gerMany 

Project title:  

Pretty Muggy Here

Education:  

HAW, Germany 

Illustration 

Graduation: 2010

post@lottebraeuning.de 

lottebraeuning.de

María José de Telleria 
argentina 

Project title:  

They Say That...

Education:  

University of Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Graphic Design 

Graduation: 1995

mdetelleria@gmail.com 

mjdetelleria.blogspot.com
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12 publisher votes 12 publisher votes

mailto:post@lottebraeuning.de
lottebraeuning.de
mailto:mdetelleria@gmail.com
http://mjdetelleria.blogspot.com
https://dpictus.com


18 19

olga Ezova-denisova 
ruSSia 

Project title:  

Cap’s Season

Education:  

British Higher School of Art and Design, Russia 

Illustration 

Graduation: 2012

ezovadenisova@gmail.com 

ezovadenisova.ru | behance.net/ezovadenisova

léa decan 
france 

Project title:  

Good Good Study, Day Day Up!

Education:  

ESA Saint-Luc Brussels, Belgium 

Illustration 

Graduation: 2017

decan.lea@gmail.com 

leadecan.com | @lea.decan
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11 publisher votes 11 publisher votes

mailto:ezovadenisova@gmail.com
ezovadenisova.ru
behance.net/ezovadenisova
mailto:decan.lea@gmail.com
http://leadecan.com
https://www.instagram.com/lea.decan/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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anne-sophie rutsaert 
beLgiuM 

Project title:  

Small Encyclopedia of the Couple

Education:  

Illustration/storytelling workshops with  

Kitty Crowther, Nathalie Fortier, Rebecca  

Dautremer, Ingrid Godon...

annesophie.rutsaert@gmail.com 

arret-sur-image.eu

bea Vaquero 
SPain 

Project title:  

Let’s Dance!

Education:  

Eina, Spain 

Creative Illustration 

Graduation: 2014

hello@bearvaquero.com 

bearvaquero.com | dribbble.com/beavaquero
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11 publisher votes 11 publisher votes

mailto:annesophie.rutsaert@gmail.com
http://arret-sur-image.eu
mailto:hello@bearvaquero.com
http://bearvaquero.com
http://dribbble.com/beavaquero
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Jonathan blezard 
beLgiuM 

Project title:  

Cyril and the Crusades

Education:  

La Cambre, Belgium 

Graphic Design  

Graduation: 2013

blezard_jonathan@hotmail.com 

blezardjonathan.com

laura simonati 
itaLy 

Project title:  

Rose Island

Education:  

La Cambre, Belgium 

Visual and Graphic Communication 

Graduation: 2020

laura.simonati@hotmail.com 

laurasimonati.com | @baxcapece
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11 publisher votes 11 publisher votes

mailto:blezard_jonathan@hotmail.com
http://blezardjonathan.com
mailto:laura.simonati@hotmail.com
http://laurasimonati.com
https://www.instagram.com/baxcapece/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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amanda hoffner 
Sweden 

Project title:  

We Live Here Now

Education:  

Konstfack University of Arts, Crafts and Design, Sweden 

Design & Visual Communication 

Graduation: 2018

amandahoffner@hotmail.se 

amandahoffner.se | @hoffneramanda

gosia grodzka 
united kingdoM 

Project title:  

The Igloo

Education:  

Camberwell College of Arts, UK 

MA Illustration 

Graduation: 2019

info@malgrodzka.com 

malgrodzka.com | @malgrodzka

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019

10 publisher votes 10 publisher votes

mailto:amandahoffner@hotmail.se
http://amandahoffner.se
https://www.instagram.com/hoffneramanda/?hl=en
mailto:info@malgrodzka.com
http://malgrodzka.com
https://www.instagram.com/malgrodzka/?hl=en
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geffen refaeli 
iSraeL 

Project title:  

The Elementary Particle

Education:  

Bezalel Academy, Jerusalem 

BA Illustration  

Graduation: 2010

geffen.rafaeli@gmail.com 

geffenrefaeliart.com

hsiao-chi chang 
taiwan 

Project title:  

A Big Yellow Leaf

im.hsiaochi@gmail.com 

hsiaochichang.com | @verysillyalice
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10 publisher votes

10 publisher votes

mailto:geffen.rafaeli@gmail.com
https://geffenrefaeliart.com
mailto:im.hsiaochi@gmail.com
http://hsiaochichang.com
https://www.instagram.com/verysillyalice/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com


28

Verity Pease 
united kingdoM 

Project title:  

In the Clouds

Education:  

The Glasgow School of Art, UK 

Communication Design  

Graduation: 2019

veritypease@gmail.com 

veritypease.com | @garden_pease

youngkyung kim 
korea 

Project title:  

Colour

halfmoon3379@gmail.com 

@ban_dalyoung 

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019

9 publisher votes

8 publisher votes

mailto:veritypease@gmail.com
http://veritypease.com
https://www.instagram.com/garden_pease/?hl=en
mailto:halfmoon3379@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/ban_dalyoung/?hl=en
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gabriela germain fonck 
chiLe 

Project title:  

Archibaldo & Reinaldo

Education:  

The Pontifical Catholic University of Chile 

Graphic Design / Illustration 

Graduation: 1983

contacto@gabrielagermain.cl 

gabrielagermain.blogspot.com

Estefania Malic 
argentina 

Project title:  

I am Suri

Education:  

University of Buenos AIres, Argentina 

Fashion Design 

Graduation: 2007

estefaniamalic@yahoo.com.ar 

@estefaniamalic

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019

8 publisher votes 8 publisher votes

mailto:contacto@gabrielagermain.cl
http://gabrielagermain.blogspot.com
mailto:estefaniamalic@yahoo.com.ar
https://www.instagram.com/estefaniamalic/?hl=en
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Jimin Park 
korea 

Project title:  

Where Are The Sounds?

Education:  

Camberwell College of Arts, UK 

MA Illustration 

Graduation: 2019

jmnee38@gmail.com 

jiminpark.co.uk | @jiminpark.illustration 

8 publisher votes

María gonzález nácher 
SPain 

Project title:  

The Ones Who Cry (Las que lloran)

Education:  

Académie royale des beaux-arts de Liège, Belgium 

Visual Arts & Space / Illustration 

Graduation: 2019

maignacher@gmail.com 

maignacher.wixsite.com/illustration | @maignacher

7 publisher votes

https://dpictus.com
mailto:jmnee38@gmail.com
http://jiminpark.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/jiminpark.illustration/?hl=en
mailto:maignacher@gmail.com
http://maignacher.wixsite.com/illustration
https://www.instagram.com/maignacher/?hl=en
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igor karash 
aZerbaiJan / united StateS

Project title:  

Cockroach The Great

Education:  

Kharkov State Art & Design Academy, Ukraine 

Graphic Arts & Illustration 

Graduation: 1988

igor@igorkarash.com 

karashillustration.com | @igorkarash

dominika czerniak- 
chojnacka 

PoLand 

Project title:  

Once there was an Elephant

Education:  

University of Arts in Poznań, Poland 

Graphic Design 

Graduation: 2014

czerniakzly@gmail.com 

behance.net/czerniakzly 

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019

7 publisher votes

7 publisher votes

mailto:igor@igorkarash.com
http://karashillustration.com
https://www.instagram.com/igorkarash/?hl=en
mailto:czerniakzly@gmail.com
http://behance.net/czerniakzly
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sara Vivan 
itaLy 

Project title:  

Dream Museum

Education:  

Brera Academy, School of the Nude, Italy 

Workshops with Joanna Concejo, Josè Munoz, Guido Scarabottolo,  

Francesca Ghermandi, Arianna Papini, Chiara Carrer...

saravivan@gmail.com 

behance.net/saravivan

becky Palmer 
united kingdoM 

Project title:  

Rudolphus & Brown

Education:  

Cambridge School of Art, UK 

MA Children’s Book Illustration 

Graduation: 2012

becky.l.palmer@gmail.com 

beckypalmer.co.uk | @_becky_palmer
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7 publisher votes 6 publisher votes

mailto:saravivan@gmail.com
http://behance.net/saravivan
mailto:becky.l.palmer@gmail.com
http://beckypalmer.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/_becky_palmer/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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yu kim 
korea

Project 1:  

In the Deep Forest

Project 2: 

Kokdu

Education:  

University of Arts in Kassel, Germany  

Illustration & Comics 

Graduation: 2015

34kimyu@gmail.com 

yukim.de | @yu.kiim

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019

6 publisher votes

mailto:34kimyu@gmail.com
http://yukim.de
https://www.instagram.com/yu.kiim/?hl=en
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laura d’arcangelo 
SwitZerLand

Project title:  

Mister Whatshisnameagain?

Education:  

HSLU Hochschule Luzern Design & Kunst, Switzerland 

Bachelor of Arts in Visual Communication | Illustration Fiction 

Graduation: 2017

info@lauradarcangelo.ch 

lauradarcangelo.ch

anna Weber 
SwitZerLand 

Project title:  

Stop by the Seaside

Education:  

HSLU Hochschule Luzern Design & Kunst, Switzerland 

Bachelor of Arts in Visual Communication | Illustration Fiction 

Graduation: 2015

info@annaweber.ch 

annaweber.ch

6 publisher votes 6 publisher votes

https://dpictus.com
mailto:info@lauradarcangelo.ch
http://lauradarcangelo.ch
mailto:info@annaweber.ch
http://annaweber.ch
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Eka Tabliashvili 
georgia

Project title:  

Confused

Education:  

Tbilisi State Academy of Fine Arts, Georgia 

Printmaking 

Graduation: 2009

eka.tabliashvili@gmail.com

Zahra h. Marwan 
united StateS 

Project title:  

Home

zmarwan89@hotmail.com 

zahramarwan.com

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019 dpictus.com/unpublished

6 publisher votes

5 publisher votes

mailto:eka.tabliashvili@gmail.com
mailto:zmarwan89@hotmail.com
http://zahramarwan.com
https://dpictus.com
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anna Pers bräcke 
Sweden

Project title:  

The Giant Who Became Small

Education:  

HDK, Gothenburg and RISD, Providence, Sweden 

Design & Illustration 

Graduation: 2017

annapersbracke@gmail.com 

annapersbracke.com | @annapersbracke

sooji han 
korea

Project title:  

A Book

Education:  

Royal Academy of Fine Arts of Brussels, Belgium 

Illustration 

Graduation: 2019

hbnhsj@gmail.com 

@soojibitnah

dpictus.com/unpublished

5 publisher votes 5 publisher votes

mailto:annapersbracke@gmail.com
http://annapersbracke.com
https://www.instagram.com/annapersbracke/?hl=en
mailto:hbnhsj@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/soojibitnah/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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nina neuray 
beLgiuM

Project title:  

The Amazing Journey of Mr & Mrs Blob

Education:  

Royal Academy of Fine Arts of Brussels, Belgium 

Illustration 

Graduation: 2020

ninaneuray@gmail.com 

behance.net/ninaneuray | @_naynaneuray_

aunyarat Watanabe 
JaPan 

Project title:  

Where Are My Friends?

watanabe@aw-illustrations.com 

aw-illustrations.com

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019 dpictus.com/unpublished

5 publisher votes

5 publisher votes

mailto:ninaneuray@gmail.com
https://www.behance.net/ninaneuray
https://www.instagram.com/_naynaneuray_/?hl=en
mailto:watanabe@aw-illustrations.com
http://aw-illustrations.com
https://dpictus.com
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Tiara cancelmo 
argentina

Project title:  

The Mermaid

Education:  

Workshops with Istvan Schritter, Anabella Lopez and Vanina Starkoff

tcancelmo@hotmail.com 

tcancelmo.wixsite.com/ilustraciones

Malin rosenqvist 
Sweden

Project title:  

The Parade

Education:  

HSLU Hochschule Luzern Design & Kunst, Switzerland 

MA Animage 

Graduation: 2010

malin@malinrosenqvist.com 

malinrosenqvist.com | @rosenqvist_malin

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019 dpictus.com/unpublished

5 publisher votes

5 publisher votes

mailto:tcancelmo@hotmail.com
http://tcancelmo.wixsite.com/ilustraciones
mailto:malin@malinrosenqvist.com
http://malinrosenqvist.com
https://www.instagram.com/rosenqvist_malin/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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Virginie de rocquigny &  
carole conan 
france 

Project title:  

The Dream Collector

virginiedr@gmail.com 

caroconan@gmail.com 

virginiedr.wordpress.com 

caroleconan.com

sanprapha  
Vudhivorn 

thaiLand

Project title:  

Midsummer and September

Education:  

Cambridge School of Art, UK 

MA Children’s Book Illustration 

Graduation: 2019

sanpraphav@gmail.com 

sanprapha-vudhivorn.com | @sanpraphav

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019

5 publisher votes

5 publisher votes

mailto:virginiedr@gmail.com
mailto:caroconan@gmail.com
http://virginiedr.wordpress.com
http://caroleconan.com
mailto:sanpraphav@gmail.com
http://sanprapha-vudhivorn.com
https://www.instagram.com/sanpraphav/?hl=en
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heléna doré 
united kingdoM 

Project title:  

My Forest

Education:  

Plymouth College of Art, UK 

Illustration 

Graduation: 2019

info@helenadore.com 

helenadore.com | @helena_illustration

sarah finan 
united kingdoM 

Project title:  

Jamelia’s 123

Education:  

Cambridge School of Art, UK 

MA Children’s Book Illustration 

Graduation: 2016

sarahfinan@me.com 

sarahfinan.com | @sarahfinanillustration

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019 dpictus.com/unpublished

5 publisher votes 5 publisher votes

mailto:info@helenadore.com
http://helenadore.com
https://www.instagram.com/helena_illustration/?hl=en
mailto:sarahfinan@me.com
http://sarahfinan.com
https://www.instagram.com/sarahfinanillustration/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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Valentin hauben 
beLgiuM

Project title:  

Sondje

Education:  

La Cambre, Belgium 

Graphic Design 

Graduation: 2019

valentinhauben@gmail.com 

@oben___

Michelle nahmad 
united StateS

Project title:  

Bruja

Education:  

School of Visual Arts, New York, USA 

MFA Visual Narrative 

Graduation: 2017

michellenahmad@gmail.com 

michellenahmad.com | @minahmad

the unpublished picturebook showcase 2019 dpictus.com/unpublished

5 publisher votes 5 publisher votes

mailto:valentinhauben@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/oben___/?hl=en
mailto:michellenahmad@gmail.com
http://michellenahmad.com
https://www.instagram.com/minahmad/?hl=en
https://dpictus.com
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feedback from the jury

After viewing the 350 submitted unpublished projects, 
publishers on the jury commented on the overall high quality, 
and that it was challenging for them to narrow the projects 
down and choose their favourites.

Publishers said they chose projects based on a number of 
aspects: the subject, the development of the idea, the story, 
and the quality of the illustrations/graphic work. Publishers 
were looking for projects which demonstrated a true 
understanding of the genre.

Several publishers said they found it touching to see all the 
different themes tackled from creators in so many countries.

One said there were lots of interesting submissions with much 
potential, but that the story endings often didn’t quite work.

A publisher commented that a significant number of projects 
were more about state of mind and introspection, and not so 
much about telling a great story. He said that to him, story is 
the most important thing.

Several publishers made the point that their choices weren’t 
necessarily based on what they could or would publish, but 
on projects which promised something interesting or original... 
Projects which called their attention.

Publishers said the submitted projects were generally of a far 
higher standard than much of what they receive in the post or 
via email on a regular basis – and that this new initiative is a 
wonderful way for them to discover international talent. At the 
time of writing, several members of the jury have expressed an 
interest in publishing one of the submitted projects.

lili Mossbauer 
auStria

Project title:  

The Collector

Education:  

Academy of Fine Arts Leipzig, Germany 

Illustration 

Graduation: 2019

lilimo@gmx.net 

@elia.mo

5 publisher votes

mailto:lilimo@gmx.net
https://www.instagram.com/elia.mo/?hl=en


Picturebook Makers is a blog and online gallery where the 
world’s finest picturebook artists talk about the creation of 
their books and share development work and illustrations. 
The target audience is publishing professionals, illustration 
students, and anyone else with a passion for picturebooks 
and a curiosity about the different approaches taken to make 
them. The resource has so far been visited over a million 
times by people from more than 200 countries. 

dPICTUS is a curated platform and active community where 
international picturebook publishers and agents promote their 
titles, secure rights deals, discover emerging talent, and make 
new publishing connections to meet at book fairs. Members 
view outstanding new releases and backlist titles online, in 
full, from world-class publishers, including winners of the 
BolognaRagazzi Awards and the Bologna BOP Prize. We work 
with international specialists in picturebooks and illustration 
to highlight titles on the dPICTUS platform and curate 
picturebooks for book fair exhibitions.

The Frankfurter Buchmesse is the world’s largest trade 
fair for books, based both on the number of publishing 
companies represented, and the number of visitors. It is 
considered to be the most important book fair in the world 
for international deals and trading. The five-day annual 
event in mid-October is attended by more than 7,300 
exhibitors and 286,000 visitors from over 100 countries. 
The Frankfurt Kids hub in Foyer 5.1/6.1 was initiated by 
Hendrik Hellige, who previously worked as a publisher at 
Gestalten, and is now Business Development Manager for 
Children’s Books at the Frankfurter Buchmesse.

Right page and following spread illustrations by Geffen Refaeli
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